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Improving Drug Therapy in Elderly Patients - An Algorithm
DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING WITH THE PATIENT/GUARDIAN

YES An evidence-based consensus exists for using the

drug for the indication given in its current dosing rate,

in this patient’s age group and disability level, andthe
benefit outweigh all possible known adverse effects

NO/NOT SURE

Indication seems valid and relevant
in this patient’s age group and disability level

vy YES
Do the known possible adverse reactions of the drug
outweigh possible benefit in old, disabled patients?

y No

Any adverse symptoms or signs
that may be related to the drug?

y No

Another drug that may be superior to the one in question

NO

\ 4

Can the dosing rate be reduced with no significant risk?
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